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Problems and Prospects of a New Succession 25X1

Summary

Soviet party leader Yuriy Andropov's absence from this
year's anniversary ceremonies in Moscow--no Eeneral Secretary
has missed them in 30 years or more--is almost certainly due
to a worsening of his physical health. His frail health in
fact has been evident from the outset of his tenure, and given
rise to speculation that the reaime could face a new
succéssion at any time. o 25X1

There are signs, moreover, that th@ bureaucracy has been
concerned about Andropov's physical staying power, even while

the new leader'’'s ho r r :
position is solfd. | 25X1
25X1
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